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ñHelping Gardeners Growò SUMMER  2007 Volume 2 , Issue 3 

THE DIRT  

M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  T h u r s t o n  C o u n t y 

 

12th Annual  
Garden Rhapsodies Tour  

                                                                        By Erica Guttman  

July 28 th from 10:00 am -4:00 pm.   
  This is the year with something for everybody!  
A peek inside the gardens reveals: raised vege-
table beds, a hidden waterfall inside a lovely ter-
raced garden, wonderful ponds, and even an ñoff 
the beaten pathò garden featured in Town and 
Country magazine! 
 
  With summer upon us, it's time to mark calen-
dars for the Garden Rhapsodies Tour on Sat-

urday, July 28 .   

  The Garden Tour committee has been planning 
for several months and has selected seven  dis-
tinctive and lovely gardens to feature this year. 
(There will also be a bonus vegetable demo gar-
den hosted and staffed by GRuB.) Five of the 
gardens are located in Olympia's northeast 
neighborhood and will be serviced by a shuttle 
bus that will make rounds at least every 15 min-
utes from Roosevelt Elementary School. The 
other two beauties are located further north out 
Johnson Point Rd. and will also be accessible by 

shuttle bus. 

  We appreciate you considering a volunteer shift 
for this year's tour. I have included brief descrip-
tions and location information for each garden; 
please use this information to help you decide 

where you would like to help. 

 As always, volunteers will receive tickets to all  

the gardens, so you can tour when you're 
not volunteering. We would like to have three 
people in each garden throughout the day; we do 
this in two shifts: from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
from 12:45 to 4:15 p.m.  Given the close prox-
imity of the gardens, you'll have ample time to 

tour the other gardens before or after your shift. 

  In addition to shifts in the gardens, we will need 
a few folks to help staff the community/shuttle 
parking area located at Roosevelt Elementary 
School, on San Francisco and Bethel St. 
NE.  Tasks here will include helping visitors with 
questions about transit options and displays, as-
sisting with directions, promoting the evaluation/

raffle, and general troubleshooting. 

  We also need assistance both with setting up 
(we usually begin around 7:30 a.m. for the gar-
dens; the shuttle area could be set up around 
8:45 a.m.) and taking down/putting away materi-
als at the end of the day (from about 4 to 7:30 

p.m.). 

  Shifts will be filled as volunteers contact me, so 
if you have a strong preference, please let me 
know as soon as possible.  Please call me at 
(360) 754-3588 ext. 110 or email to me at eri-
cag@wsu.edu  and/or ericagutt-
man@gmail.com  to reserve your shift. When 

you call or email, please indicate your prefer-
ences for where you'd like to volunteer, and 
whether you prefer the a.m. or p.m. shift. (I al-
ways welcome those who don't have preferences 
either way!) If you want to volunteer with a friend 

AUGUST MEMBER MEETING 

St. Benedict's Church, 910 Bowker St SE, Lacey  

 Thursday August 9, at 6pm                                              

OCTOBER MEMBER MEETING 

South Puget Sound Community College  

Saturday   Oct 27, 2007 at 1200 (noon)  
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or friends, please provide me with a few location op-
tions so that I can better place you together. I will 
confirm that I received your request; if you don't 
hear back from me within a few days, please con-
tact me again! We recently moved our office and I 

am having troubles with some of my communication 

systems! 

  Once all shifts are determined, we'll have a briefing 
meeting to cover garden tour basics and introduce 
you to your host gardeners/fellow volunteers. The 
briefing meeting will be held on July 12 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at Roosevelt Elementary School, 1417 
San Francisco St. NE.   If you can't make this date, 

we can make other arrangements for you to meet 
your host gardeners and get an orientation 
packet.  Please let me know if you can attend the 
orientation meeting when you let me know your 
preferences for volunteering; it is essential that 
you meet with your host gardener prior to the 

tour . Thanks! 

  Volunteers need to visit their assigned gardens 
early enough to become familiar with the gardens 
and hosts. This will help you answer questions and 
provide some relief to your hosts on the day of the 
tour. The briefing will provide time to meet your host 
gardener and arrange mutually convenient pre-tour 

visiting hours. 

  If you want to volunteer for the tour but can't com-
mit to a shift on July 28, there are other volunteer 

opportunities!  For instance . . .  

·         help sell tickets at Olympia Farmers Market on 

July 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27 and 28; 

·         help gardeners in advance with weeding, etc.; 

·         help on July 24, 25, and 26 to set up gardens, 
label plants, paths, etc.;  Anyone who works about 
3½ hours, either before or during the event, will 
receive a free ticket!   Please call me at 754-3588 

ext. 110 and we'll discuss volunteer options for you. 

 

Here are the 2007 Gardens  
 

Shuttle Site:   Roosevelt Elementary School  

1417 San Francisco St. NE  

Directions:   Going north on East Bay Drive, take a right 

onto San Francisco Street.  Go up hill; continue past 4-
way stop.  Roosevelt Elementary School will be on the 
right. This year's garden shuttle site and central hub is 
bigger and better than ever!  A deluxe coach bus will take 
you to all seven gardens in style.  Master Gardeners will 
sell compost bins at the school and community groups 
share information with displays designed to engage and 
inspire.  Visit the three distinct gardens at Roosevelt in-
cluding vegetables, water-wise plants, and a memory gar-
den.  There is also a lush native-plant garden offering 
shade at the San Francisco Street Bakery, just across the 
street from the school.  Relax in a shady spot with some-
thing nice to drink, or bring a picnic and find a spot on the 

school grounds. 

 

GARDENS 

(1) Jane Bell -Dolliver and James Dolliver  

608 Quince St. NE  

Directions: From downtown Olympia, take 4th Avenue 

heading east.  Go left onto Quince Street. The garden is 
near the top of the hill on the right.  Parking will be lim-

ited.  Taking the shuttle bus is strongly recommended. 

Inspired by the Garden Rhapsodies Tour for the last sev-
eral years, Jane and James have been hard at work cre-
ating their own garden rhapsody. This terraced gem is 
complete with waterfall and lush, green privacy just a few 
minutes from downtown Olympia.  Working with different 
design professionals has given these gardeners a sense 
of their own unique style.  The terraced backyard helps 
create a manageable slope, bringing a sense of an open 
and spacious retreat from the "rest of the world."  Stun-
ning views of the Capitol and Black Hills remind visitors 
how this garden fits in with its environment.  Mature, 
closely planted areas mix with fresh ideas and works-in-
progress.  The gently sloping back lawn shows off rock 
terraces with thickly mulched herb, flower, and shrub 
beds.  The front yard is transforming through trial and er-
ror to be better-suited for summer's long days of full 
sun.  Layers of plants create dense habitat for birds and 
squirrels and less opportunity for weeds.  The backyard 
waterfall's chorus carries over into neighboring yards, 
adding to the charm already abundant in this gorgeous 

garden. 
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(2) Vicki Scannell  

610 Quince St. NE  

Directions:   This garden is located next door to the Bell-

Dolliver garden. 

This garden is a lush and lovely example of what one 
busy person can accomplish in "gardening binges."  It is 
an untamed yet graceful garden, planted with an eye for 
its maturity.  As shrubs and trees mature, they offer a 
denser screen of privacy and richer habitat for many 
birds.  This tranquil spot shows how beautiful a garden 
can be even when allowed to "go to the birds," as flowers 
set seed amidst a seamless pool of green.  This quiet re-
treat on a busy corner is an example of all-season-
interest with dramatic scarlet, ivory, and butternut-colored 
flowers sharing space with varied shapes, colors, and tex-
tures of foliage.  A lovely, meandering crushed rock and 
flagstone path leads to an intimate sitting and entertaining 
area with great garden views.   Bees and butterflies are 
busy in the full sun and thankful for the lush green foliage 
providing a cool, shady respite from the heat.  Fruit trees 
and vegetables mix with plants grown simply for their col-
ors, textures, and the habitat they provide.  This corner 
garden captivates those who pass by, inviting them to 

slow down, stop, and smell the flowers! 

(3) Linda Andrews and Gene Walker  

1826 Arbutus St. NE  

Directions: Follow East Bay Drive to Berry Street.  Go 

right on Berry Street and then take the right onto Milas 
Street.   The garden is at the top of the hill on the corner 
of Milas and Arbutus.  Parking is limited, please take the 

shuttle bus. 

This garden is the living laboratory of a local garden de-
signer who is determined to create a lush and varied 
landscape while being very stingy with water.  Linda and 
Gene have replaced their thirsty lawn with layered plant-
ings connected with flagstone patios and paths, creating 
a sanctuary for wildlife and vibrant spaces for people to 
gather and explore.  Constantly experimenting with new 
plants, Linda selects plants for their toughness as well as 
their beauty.  Plants that endure the regime of semi-
neglect and offer multiple seasons of interest earn their 
keep.  Natives, ornamental grasses, and rare treasures 

mix with fruits, berries and herbs in this organic garden. 

This is a year of major transition for the gar-
den.  An ancient, hollow walnut tree was removed this 
winter and with it, an ugly concrete patio.  While estab-
lished areas have become easy to maintain, there are 
many features under development.  Berms and boulders 
will showcase alpines, a sculpted granite fountain will be 
the centerpiece of a water feature, a dry streambed will 
lead to a rain garden to absorb stormwater, and a native 
hedgerow will provide food and shelter for wildlife along 

with tranquility and privacy for the humans who live within 
this generous garden.  Warning:  visitors may leave this 

garden inspired to tackle their own "to-do list!" 

(4) Teri Bevelacqua and Bob Kirby  

1820 Rose St.  

Directions:   From the Andrews/Walker garden, continue 

west on Milas street.  Go right on Rose Street. 

This busy family creates time to host their community of 
friends, family, and business associates from the beauty 
of their own backyard.  A hand-set walkway and rock 
patio beautifully offsets the simple garden design created 
for function and artistry.  The front yard is planted with 
sun-loving perennials that can take the heat of a sum-
mer's day.  Raised beds grow heat-loving vegetables, 
taking advantage of this west-facing front garden.  The 
backyard provides areas for digging and exploring for 
their teenagers in addition to a wonderful area for enter-
taining and spending time relaxing in nature.  Busy lives 
mean plants must be able to survive weekend-warrior 
care.  These gardeners have all kinds of tips for how to 
make gardening relaxing; combining early morning water-
ing with tea time and keeping things in perspective to cre-
ate a stress-free environment.  Visit this garden to see 
how a garden transforms from a day-time tour highlight to 

an evening entertaining space.  

(5) Roger Cummings  

1831 NE Bethel St.  

Directions:  From Roosevelt School, go north on Bethel 
Street.   House is set back from the road on the left and 
parking is EXTREMELY LIMITED.  Please take the shut-

tle.   

Set off from the road, only the lucky invited get to see be-
hind these Japanese-style garden gates.  Thankfully, we 
are all lucky and invited to visit this Asian-influenced gem 

today!  The highlights of this garden are ponds on both 
sides of the home that offer moments of reflection and 

flashes of gold throughout the garden.   

The largest pond is designed for views from the home 
and planted with evergreens, maples, and dog-
woods.  The musical sounds of water fill the garden while 

large koi glide beneath the surface. 

The newest addition to the garden is an underground 
1700 gallon cistern that captures rainwater for summer 
use.  Covering the site is a new stand of timber bam-
boo.  Rain chains and Chinese water pots collect rain-

water, directing it to the cistern. 

Towering trees, weathered statues, and stone lanterns 
lend a sense of time to the garden, reflecting its 30 years 
in the making.  Groundcovers ebb and flow in the deep 
shade mimicking water in the ponds.  Moss covers un-
planted areas, creating a soft haze to the garden.  Quiet 
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benches offer respite from the outside world, separated 
from the garden with a hand-crafted wooden fence, the 
perfect boundary for this meditative garden and artistic in 
its own right.  This garden is a reminder that we are all in 
a state of change and growth, evolving towards our high-

est potential.  

(6) Kunzang and Willis Brown at The Bodhi House  

4846 Johnson Point Rd. NE  

Directions:   From 1-5 North, take Sleater-Kinney Rd. 

North exit, towards Henderson Inlet.  Follow Sleater-
Kinney until the flashing red light at South Bay Rd.  Turn 
right onto South Bay Rd.  which becomes Johnson Point 
Rd.  Bodhi House is on the right-hand side of the road 
just before Puget Street.  Parking is extremely lim-
ited.  Please use the free shuttle bus provided for your 

convenience. 

The Bodhi House is a place for spiritual practice, teach-
ings, and retreat. Fittingly this garden fulfills its role to 
offer vivid sanctuary.  The threshold between wild and 
cultivated blurs in this peaceful haven.  With a focus on 
creating harmonious space for all beings, the garden 
combines culinary tastes, meditative areas for those 
seeking sanctuary, and the beauty and habitat of the 
woods that are its backdrop and inspiration.  These gar-
deners have an all-life-is-sacred point of view which 
means that no pesticides are used and that the garden-
ers spend a lot of time hand weeding!  Plants are al-
lowed to go to seed to continue their life cycle, continu-
ously offering food.  Herbs, vegetables, and abundant 
roses are grown to nourish visitors' bodies and 
hearts.  The fountain centerpiece in the front yard serves 
as bird bath and stage for the evening choir of frogs who 
chant their delight.  Explore the many quiet paths and 
find the sweet sitting spots that offer different perspec-

tives in this stunning setting. 

(7) Maureen and Mike Coffland  

4840 92nd Ave NE  

Directions:   Continue on Johnson Point Rd. from The 
Bodhi House to 92nd Ave. NE.  Take a left on 92nd Ave 

NE and the garden is on the right.   

For those willing to trek out of town, this garden may be 
the highlight of your tour.  This five-acre estate is a clas-
sic country garden at its loveliest.  Distinct garden rooms 
have a style all their own from vegetable gardens to 
spaces fine enough for a wedding.  The garden's design 
has been featured in many magazines, including the 
June 2007 issue of Country Sampler. December's wind-

storms brought challenges and opened entire areas to 
let in more light.  Chickens add value to the garden in 
many ways from eggs to fertilizer and they help weed 
areas that are resting for a season.  Raised garden beds 

give grandkids the opportunity to plant seeds and watch 
them grow.  Spending time in this garden satisfies the 
longing that many of us have for open spaces and long, 

lemonade-sipping summer days on the porch. 

SPECIAL DEMONSTRATION GARDEN  

Carol Prevost and GRuB  

1803 Pear St.  

Directions:  From gardens 3 and 4, continue on Milas St. 

and turn right onto Pear St.  The garden is half a block 

down, on the right. 

Carol's garden is a beautiful example of the raised-bed 
gardens that GRuB builds through its Kitchen Garden 

Project.   

In raised-bed gardens, the soil warms up sooner, drains 
better, and is easier to tend.  GRuB promotes the 
"square-foot" method, utilizing "blocks" instead of rows 
which allows for easy clearing and replanting throughout 
the season.  Companion Planting is encouraged be-
cause it balances the garden eco-system, enhances the 
growth rate and flavor of vegetables, and is an important 
part of integrated pest management.  "Vegetables are 
like people, they thrive on companionship." Vegetables 
can yield up to twice as much when they are surrounded 

with companion plants.  

Carol is a current Board Member of GRuB, a grassroots 
non-profit organization dedicated to nourishing commu-
nity by empowering people and growing good 
food.  Through the Kitchen Garden Project, GRuB builds 
free gardens for low/no-income families.  Gardens in-
clude three raised-beds, a trellis, fertile soil, seeds, 
starts, a growing guide, and the opportunity to work with 
a garden mentor and attend seasonal work-
shops.  GRuB also builds Fundraising Gardens with pro-

ceeds going toward building gardens for local families. 

Don't miss this garden if you are interested in raised-bed 

vegetable gardening or want to learn more about GRuB. 

Garden Rhapsodies is sponsored by:  

City of Olympia  

Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County  

Native Plant Salvage Foundation   

Olympia Symphony Guild   

Thurston County    

WSU Extension - Thurston County 
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Individual  $1 - $49 

Sandy  Atkinson 

Mary  Boston 

Donna Dole 

Rose Eilts  

Alice Frye 

Kathryn Guykema 

Claudia  Hislop 

Glenda  Jackson 

Diana  Larsen-Mills 

Bobbie  Liberty 

Mary Lou Longenbaugh 

Kris  Mansfield 

Virginia  McCabe 

Marion  McIntosh 

Aline  Pinkard 

Bev Postman 

Sammie  Preble 

Dorothy  Seaborne-Taylor 

Thelma  Smith 

Cliff Snyder 

Keith Underwood 

Christine  Virgadamo 

Lynn  West 

Marianne Zukoski 

Friend   $50 to $99  

        Elaine Gibney, Realtor 

Janet Mandel 
 

Donor  $100 - $249 

        Bark and Garden Center, Inc.  

Paula Nelson 

Nancy Mills 

Deb Welt 

Shanna Winters 
 

Patron $250 - $499 

Sharon Brown 

Dorrie Carr 
 

Benefactor $500 ï $1,000 

 Karan Kinch 
 

  

 

To become a Sponsor of the Foundation or to 
make a tax-deductible Contribution, use the 
form at the end of this Newsletter or contact 
Membership and Giving Chair, Frankie      
Rasmussen, at 360-753-3850 or email at 

MGFountion@comcast.net  

Proud Sponsors of the  

Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County  

Supporting  

WSU Master Gardener and Master Composter Programs  

 

These 2007 Contributors are helping the Foundation to fund WSU Master Gardener 
and Master Composter Projects and the Clinics and Demonstration Gardens at Closed 

Loop, Dirt Works, and the Olympia Farmersô Market. 

We are very  grateful for their generosity.  
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  The Spring 2007 Sale was a huge success.!   

We had customers lined up awaiting the opening of 
our gate but enjoying the DW renovated garden, a 
combined community/program educational booth, 

and Bagel Brothers refreshments.                           

 

At the end of the day we had diminished our stock to 
a reasonable level for over-summer care by selling 

more than $13,000 worth of plants. 

 What we learned:  

Relocate the Holding Area inside the plant sale; 

provide more markers and more staff early on. 

Continue with a Parking Shuttle and more desig-

nated parking spaces. 

Require customers to line-up for help transport-

ing plants. 

Improve quality and price realistically ï check 

those tags for accuracy. 

Continue with designated leads for special 
plant groups.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
for every Master Gardener to increase their 
knowledge and spread their enthusiasm for a 
particular group of plants.   Just look at Bob 

Findlayôs success with Great Plant Picks!    

We have Leads for Roses, Grasses, Vines & 
Shrubs, Natives, Hoop House, and Herbs.  But what 
about ground covers, drought-tolerant plants, pond 

plants, dry shade or container plants??     

Whatôs YOUR interest?  

 

As Lead, you can help develop a category of plants 
by acquiring specific varieties through purchase or 
donation, and tutor a small group in their care before 

sale day.   Knowledgeable enthusiasm sells plants! 

If you have the interest, please contact Lynda Bauer 

or Evelyn Stewart. 

Letôs get a dedicated group in place for Plant 

Sale Committee 2008!  

 

Plant Sale Activities for Summer: - Minimal!  

 

Tuesday mornings from 9 a.m. ï 11 a.m.  

There are 1300 plants potted and under timed irriga-

tion.   

Plants need to be weeded and groomed but two 
people should have time to help in the DW gardens 

or with composting as well! 

   Contact:  Marion McIntosh with your  Tuesday 

date.  360-786-1236  or  robmarbc@aol.com 

   Contact:   Lynda Bauer  360-455-9236  or  

lynda.bauer@comcast.net 

SEPTEMBER ï OCTOBER 

Perennial donations accepted for potting and sale in 

Spring 2008. 
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We are recruiting a Plant Sale Chair for 2008  

Please consider heading up this most important 

event. You will have plenty of support and help.  

 

A very detailed manual awaits the new Chair  

as well as the help  and the support ofé 

 

Consultants: Lynda Bauer, Evelyn Stewart. 

 

Returning for 2008:  Bob Findlay, Nancy Mills, 
Sharon Brown, Dorrie Carr, Connie Roth, Pam 
Thayer, Marion McIntosh and help from Paul 
Feenan, Marcia Nunn, Frankie Rasmussen and 

others. 

 

It has been both a privilege and delight to work 
with these dedicated Master Gardeners and very 
rewarding to be supportive of the financial goals 
for the Foundation.  Much is in place to carry on, 
but itôs time for ófresh eyesô to see new vistas.   
Please consider this position, and if you are inter-

ested contact Lynda Bauer for more information. 

"The highest reward for a person's toil is not  

  what they get for it,  

but what they become by it." 

 ~John Ruskin~ 


