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From the Foundation President

Happy Spring to all you gardeners out
there. | bet you@v
y

just like I have with all those outdoor

chores and planting new purchases

since the weather has warmed up. Speaking of
heat, how about the day of the plant sale? Fortu-
nately we all survived and had a wonderfully
successful 17" annual plant sale. The Board
sends all the volunteers and customers who

braved the heat a heart-felt THANK YOU! We
owe every bit of our success to you!

Speaking of wonderful things to do, from the
Letds Travel and Learn
on the website (www.mgftc.org), 22 folks at-
tended the Drip Irrigation class held this last

weekend at Lois Wi lIl man
home in Tenino. O Kanothero
projectt o my | i st of

going to be doing something to keep my plants
better watered, and not waste water at the same
ti me! Wedbve been havi
you will take advantage of some of the offerings
available!

Believe it or not, i
time already. As many of you know, our Board is
made up of people interested in helping lead the
direction and actions taken by the Foundation.
Any Foundation member may run for any office
at the Annual Meeting in October. At this time of
the year the committee is formed to identify peo-

ple who are interested, meet the job require-
(Continued on pa@g
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Plant Sale A Big Success!

The day started out on a particularly beautiful
note i gorgeous sun, magnificent plants, excited

€ €ald heafty vBllhtedtsd and'VRry eager custom-

ers. Dirt Works was looking lovely as customers
strolled through the gardens before lining up at
the fence with the anticipation of scoring great
plants at great prices.

By 11:30 am, Mary Bos-
ton reported that 485
people had come through
the gate. That was no
surprise to those who
were working frantically in
the.holdt'jng area, or the stalwarts who Werﬁ ruq— i
e

nlinb IGabls afld'cart§ badk At forth 8t

parking lot, or the talliers and the cashiers who

were caéliul 'ng as.fast as
the\zdb ipﬁ@c uld' |1 W
W 0.V e d o

Despite record heat and
the need for gallons of
- i <1 water, the volunteers all
é; 5 4 WePe magRificBht. ThoSee
T e # \working in the Parking
area deserve medals. The [ ;
transition of customers from |
cars to the sale and back
again was smooth as silk.
Plants were flying out of the §
sales area as those selling E
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ments, and willing to fill spots being vacated, OR to

run for any other office
cause someone else is ru
your name being on the b
since then ités a more d

take the time to make your interests known to Deb
Welt (David_Welt@msn.com or 455-1687) who is
the chair of the c¢ommi
member, all it takes is $10 to join!

tt

Our Foundation Board has been very active this

year, and we hope YOU consider taking an active
role either now and/ or i
great way to get to know
on, and to keep things moving forward.

What's Up With Your Board

By Toni Ghazal, Secretary

Irises are blooming and peonies will be blooming
shortly which can only mean that we are coming into
summer. No more snow or frosty nights! We hope
that all the beautiful plants that were bought at the
plant sale are now planted and part of your gar-
dens. Our annual plant sale at Yeager Park was
very successful despite the very warm day. The
Board sends a big thank you to all who participated
in this event. It takes a large number of people to
prepare Dirt Works garden for this event. Weeding,
pruning and preparing the beds are imperative to
presenting an inviting garden to stroll
through. Thank you for your time and hard work that
made Dirt Works exactly that inviting garden on May
17". Also a big thank you to Bob Findlay and Mary
Moore for organizing and making the plant sale hap-
pen. Without their leadership and planning it would
not have been the success that it was. Last but not
least, the Board thanks all the volunteers that partici-
pated at the plant sale in that extreme heat! Every-
one had a smile and offered a helpful hand to all our
customers. Beautiful plants are great prices and
smiling helpful Master Gardeners are what keep the
public coming back year after year.

Hats off to all of you! See you in the gardens.
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were rarely having a quiet mo- g
.merit. Hatsyo to the ceganizn t
rers:i BolgFindlayePam 0 t

eLeeole=ece, Jan Norris, Nantye
Yarborough, Penny Locke, ‘
Bobbie Liberty, and Sharon
| f

eBeown youdre not
Many people commented

on how well-organized the
eaHI also

=| tal tAtee Lee‘y |g1 of

the pla%?s and he any va-

There was one customer

that purchased six wagon loads of plants for over
$400.00. When | asked a customer if | could help
her, she replied that what she needed was a loan!

PN

When the day was
over, 667 people came to the Sale. They pur-
chased $12,003.00 worth of plants, donated
$354.00, and bought worm bins worth $112.00.

There were 85 vol-
unteers working the
sale, many of
whom were interns.
It was a day to be
proud to be Master
Gardeners!
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Closed Loop Park

Foundatton Traps, Tours, and More!

By Judy Wilson and Diane Stanger

Today the article on Closed Loop Park was in the Home
section of the Olympian and | thought the reporter did a
very good job. | had expected there to be people wander-
ing through the garden this morning, relishing the sights
and sounds. No one came while |
was there, but the word is now out
and they will come | am sure. The
weather has not been very coop- 2 F
erative at the Loop this spring how- §
ever and the weed population :
seems to be very happy this year, §
meaning most of our time has been
spent trying to get a handle on it.
The peonies are looking great and
the viburnums are in bloom as well. Next month the se-
dums will be in their glory. The County people have been
helpful moving piles of rock and mowing all the grass,
saving us time for the other fun stuff. There is always
something happening at the Loop.

The extensive composting area at the Closed Loop Park
features a wide variety of compost bins that produce an
abundance of that wonderful earthy smelling black gold.
At present there are no less than 8 or 9 different kinds of
compost bins at work; from the rudimentary wire mesh
type, to the attractive double cedar bins worthy of a spe-
cial place in any landscaped yard, to the extra large cin-
der block enclosure, which can hold and process Iarger
volumes of yard waste.
l'ively worm bin. We show c
taste, composting skill level, available time and desire to
reduce landfill waste.

On Saturday mornings, one is likely to find Master Com-
posters hard at work mixing the magic potions of CLP
garden waste and Starbuck®o
like culinary artists, which ultimately produce our black
gold. We have a dedicated team of CLP volunteers who
pull coffee grounds duty on a weekly basis. We are avail-
able to greet any visitor to the CLP compost aread from
those seriously considering a compost program to the
mildly curiousd and explain the procedures for getting
started, the natural decomposition process, and extol the
virtues of composting. We are always eager to open our
bins, SO Visitors can see
or better yet, the wonderful end product.
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We are pleased to announce some great field trips,
tours, and continuing education opportunities this
year.

One of the most exciting additions we have happen-
ing is the membership meeting/field trip combo. The
topic presented at a Thursday night Foundation
membership meeting will be followed by a Saturday
field trip expanding upon that topic.

Thd EM6S TRAVEL ANDB el EARN't
started last year will be greatly expanded. Following

are some of the 2008 classes/field trips/tours

planned so far:

June 12 - Understanding Dormant Diseases & In-
sect Control , 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 2 hours CE.

June26 T Member shi p Meeting, T
Wal ko by Jan Pigmands O g:
CE

June 28 i Community Supported Agriculture

C A) FarmFleIdTrl 9?Opm to 12308m 35e fy
ase somet""‘ "eryoneods
s used co S much
July 12 7 Attracting Wild Life to Your Backyard
Bob Sundstrom and Sally Alhadeff, 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m., 2 CE.

Aug 23 1 Barnyard Gardens and More Field Trip ,
nd 1S P Eaglorh e‘?rﬁaﬁPégr
Slgn up |n rmatlon will be announced via e-ma
This is Frankieds birthda)
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Olympia Farmers Market Garden | Dirt Works Children's Garden

By Catherine Eddington By Karen Walters

Children will be coming to the
We have been very busy down at the garden. |garden for the summer program

Our new class of interns has been going through beginning on Tuesday, June24th. 5
their orientations with the veterans and have thus far | The Butterfly Garden has been B
proven themselves to be a knowledgeable group of |refurbished, and the vegetable &
volunteers. They are willing to jump right in, answer | peds have been planted. We are very close to being
questions, and do some weeding. | am looking for- [ ready for the kids to come bur we still need to add
ward to working with them on a regular basis. | enjoy | the mulch and get the new gravel on the pathways.
taking them through the garden, showing them Everything is looking very good at the garden.

where our research materials are, and how our pro-
cedures work. | have also learned things from them, |\we have some new things for the kids to do this

it is true that everyone brings something new to the year. We have acquired two asian pear trees, a
program; everyone has different experiences to black current, and a josta berry (a cross between a
share. currant and a gooseberry). We will also have a con-
tainer garden. So far in the container garden we
have planted a windmill palm and a banana tree.

Right now we have lots of .
plants in bloom, last month itwas FaRMERS

the flowering cherry trees and Weol |l have to see what el s
right now it is : s| & the geriajnersy Algo, the garden will become more
getting all the attention. One visitor N5 was |colorful this year with the painted containers, vegeta-
takmg p|ctures and told me he was try- v |ng to ble beds and the neWIy painted compost bin for the

catch all the colors from black to white, and heisgo-|c hi | dr ends gar den. Thank

ing to put the pictures of the flowers and foliage to- | brightening us up! The kids will begin this year by
gether from darkest to lightest into a poster. Hope- [Preparing a o6l asagna bedbo
fully he will bring the finished product back to share |want to drop in to see how this project goes.
with us.
OnJune26™t he Chi | d&
den hosted three first grade ;
classes (64 kids) from McKinney |
Elementary School. One of the
teachers saw the MGFTC web
site and learned about the Chil-
drends Garden and contact ¢
address Nancy set me up with. We had five stations
for the kids to visit and they learned about seeds,
parts of a flower, how a plant takes up nutrients and
We have a committed group of volun- [water, pollination, and worm composting. We re-
teers that has recently moved the compost areato | ceived a very nice note from the teachers. They
behind the Mar ket ds ki t cllkednhe progiam,debchigy agdihe belugiful gaddenk i |
lot side and will be maintaining it all season. and the kids had fun. Master Gardener Interns taught
With all of the new additions to the vol- |at four of the stations. Thank you Kay, Kathleen,
unteer staff and the up coming projects we definitely | P€99y and Julianne! Also, a big thank you goes to
have a busy season ahead of us. all the volunteers who work at the garden getting it in
tip top shape after winter.

Our herb bed has been going through some
changes, such as adding some compost to one end
to build it up, digging the Horsetail up and placing it
in a planter. We are adding more, larger rocks to the
end where the bench borders the bed. We have a
bed of Succulents that we are planning to rejuvenate
in the near future. We will soon have better signage
for our plants. They will be easier to read, with larger
labels and a garden map in the small clinic office.
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Foundation Member Mesting!

Dirt Works Garden

By Deb Welt

Thursday, June 26th, at 6pm

for the Master Gardener Foundation Member Meet-
ing! Please NOTE another new location - It will be held
at the Black Lake Fire Station # 51, 5911 Black Lake
Blvd Olympia, WA.

I f you havendot joined or
where you can sign up to become a Member. Your
check is preferred ($10),
cash too.

M

The Potluck will start the evening. Please bring a dish
or dessert to share and a plate and silverware for your-
self (Wedll have extra pl g
youforget). | f you canét bring f
come i we want to get to know you better!

Our speaker is Jan Pigman. Jan and husband Dean are
owners of Pigmands Organi (
been farming in the Nisqually Valley for 19 years. They
sell their organic produce at the Olympia Farmers Mar-
ket, Olympia Coop and CSA (Community Supported Ag-
riculture). Jan will do a PowerPoint presentation on a
AVirtual Farm Wal ko where
farm and discuss various problems they have encoun-
tered and organic solutions.

Janbdbs presentation wil!/l b ¢
dening tour on Saturday, June 28, which includes visits
t o GRud&reé arm3n West Olympia, Common
Ground CSA farm and then a visit to David and Cindy
Fairbrookds home near St es3
bag lunch and we will have a pleasant moment to eat
and enjoy the view. Contact: Lois Willman at
lois@mgftc.org for the Vegetable Gardening tour. We
will meet at the Lacey Extension Office and travel by
van/carpool.

Fee: $5 Foundation Members; $10 all others, including
the public. 3-1/2 hours CE.

This is going to be a GREAT meeting: Food, Friend-
ship, Education, Sharing, and Fun!

Please call me or email Deb Welt if you have questions.
And dondét forget to check
site filled with more information about this meeting and
more at MGFTC.ORG.

By Paula Nelson

After multiple years of renovation and revitalization,
as many of you saw during the Plant Sale, Dirt Works
is looking really, really, good these days!

The Mixed Borders are lovely year round, Rain Gar-
e RWed SYiepter WA I rhave 4
now, the Rock Garden is coming into its own, the
Shidde aMinddplive E&defs i ¥ tht twd &rkd of®
renovation 1 have turned out fabulously. Things are
growing all over! We all owe an enormous debt of
gratitude to the primary movers and shapers of the
redesign gffort i Bab ghuman dynamo), indlay apd ¢
Karen, (Yod ean dotit) Wadters. Theigvis@n and drive
is hugely inspirational.

it

Even with limited volunteer participation, a common
thread ondll auegardens, w are able yhoshoallv e
members and the public for tours or workshops in a
fabulous setting.

In the composting area earlier this spring, Shanna
and kedidwomre Ichickén enanuie icaposting.sWe f
have experi encedteredtiah ¢ 0 wi
sults. Our initial conclusions: The bins were quite
odiferous for the first two weeks (ok, they stunk!!).
wéalsh bigchvBred that tloughte compdsEpties 0 !
made with chicken manure heated right up, they also
cooled right down, which is not optimal in compost-
iRy Stprage ofchigkgngmanuge - awajting igeorpqras v
tion into compost bins caused a substantial odor is-
sue. Frequent turning of the bins eventually elimi-
nated the manure odor. On the advice of an old
farmer friend of ours, we moved the stored chicken
manure to a converted rain barrel and covered it with
water. Voila! Odor problems solved! And, we get a
really good fertilizer liquid via the rain barrel tap. We
are so proud of ourselves!

Come join us! On Thursday evenings from 5:30 until
dusk and on Saturday and Tuesday 9am to 1pm, we
lravet crewstieereMadshave & 10Gé furdpbayiregrin tivee
dirt!
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ASk the EXpeI‘t' by Don Tapio

Ease the Burden on Your Wallet with a Vegetable
Garden  Gardeners know, and research confirms,  Soil temperature is as important as air temperature
that nurturing plants is good for us---attitudes to- for plant growth. All seeds germinate best when soil
. wards health and nutritionim-  temperature is about 70 degrees F. Many of our
| prove, kids perform better at Acool seasono vegetabl e ct
school, and community spirit ions, cabbage and carrot will germinate well at soil
grows. With recent increases in  temperatures ranging from 34 to 40 degrees F.
\ food prices gardening is one of These can be planted now. Soils are simply too

2| the best ways to save money.  cold at this time to plant the majority of our warm
. Growing your own fruits and season vegetable crops including corn and toma-
vegetabl es can certainlytoesa Yaucdn bagily gatemtne when ssilt g € 0 s
footprint on your checking account. Fresh produce is warm enough to plant by inserting a thermometer to
one of the most expensive things to buy at the store a 2 inch depth for 7 consecutive days.
and we all know how important a diet which includes

a lot of produce is for your health. The USDA cur- Calculating Your Growing Season.  One of the
rently recommends that all Americans eat five to most frequenﬂy asked questions this time of year in-
nine servings of fruits and vegetables a day for good yglves the length of our growing season. You can
health. In addition, gardening is also a waist ~easily calculate your growing season by adding the
shrinker, a weight reducer, and a sleep inducer. Did number of days from the last killing frost in the spring
you know you can use up more calories per hour to the first killing frost in the fall. For Montesano,
gardening than you do by walking or bicycling? those dates are approximately April 15" and Sep-
tember 30", Just a few miles to the East in EIma,
Regardless of whether you plant seeds directlyin t he average killing f-Mayst
your garden, start your own transplants, or purchase and gardeners in Oak-
transplants, i1itoés i mpor t gilehavdreported kilingt at

correct time. Air and soil temperatures are critical to  frosts as late as June
maintaining healthy plant 121,

growth, so planting too
early or too late may deny &8
your vegetables the
chance to grow and de-
velop under good condi-
tions.

iLege damatois
Blight Resistant.
Thereds not
disappointing than losing that cherished crop of to-
matoes to the late blight fungus. Unfortunately more

’ often than not, our typical August weather provides
For each type of plant, there is a minimum, opti- nearly ideal conditions for the development and
mum, maximum, and critical air temperature. Often, spread of this devastating fungus disease. Thanks
nighttime temperature is most critical, especially for  to vegetable breeders at Oregon State University
fruit set on peppers, tomatoes, cucumbersandmel- however, thereds good new:s
ons. The minimum air temperature for the majority  their tomatoes!
of vegetables growing in our coastal gardens is 50

degrees F. while the optimum air temperature is be-  QOregon State University professor emeritus Jim
tween 75 and 85 degrees F.. Exceptions to this in- Baggett and his predecessor, W.A. Frazier, have
clude peas and potatoes which require a minimum  pred many of the favorite tomatoes grown in North-
temperature of around 40 degrees F. and an opti-  \vest Gardens. The latest development from this ac-
mum temperature of 50 to 60 degrees F. . tive group of scientists is the Legend tomato, which

WSU Thurston County Master Gardeners, Master Composters,
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(Continued from page Oregon Star - a very large paste tomato used for
general purposes; most fruit are seedless and nearly
was introduced last year. Itis a large-fruited tomato solid. The fruit weigh up to a pound, have good fla-
that sets fruit well under our cool coastal climate. vor and keep well if protected from rot. Fruit ripens
in mid t late August.,
According to OSU Professor of Vegetable crops,
Dr.Jim Meyers, Legend is similar to the previously Saucy i1 an early paste tomato on a compact, 36-
released varieties i Si laedtiz00d e g o n  WBip rimchrgide plant. First fruit ripe in mid August. Fruit
with consistently larger fruits that set somewhat ear- has thick walls and is a good keeper storing well on
lier. Legend plants are strong, with larger stiffer the plant.
leaves than the other two varieties.
Oroma i Similar to Saucy in first ripe date or slightly
The real bonus with Legend however, is the fact that later, but the overall crop is later. Fruitis slightly lar-
it is resistant to the notorious late blight fungus. With ger and more pear-shaped. Keeps well on the plant.
mid-May planting, the first Legend fruits should be
ripe by early August, with an early peak of produc-  Siletz i Similar to Oregon Spring but earlier with lar-
tion and more unifom ripening than Siletz or Oregon  ger fruit, and better flavor.
Spring. The tomatoes are round, averaging about a

half pound each, but may reach or exceed a pound  Thege and many other OSU-bred tomatoes are suc-
and up to four inches wide. cessful in cooler climates because most of them set
fruit without requiring fertilization in the spring and
Grays Harbor County tomato expert Cindy Knight,  early summer. These early tomatoes generally set
who for the past twenty-five years has researched  very few seeds. When the weather warms later in

tomato varieties suitable for growing in our coastal the summer, fertilization takes place and the toma-
climate, has also found Juliet, Australia Earliana, toes will set seeds.

New Hampshire Surecrop and another OSU release
called Early Cherry, to be blight resistant in her test

d CEl Planting by the Moon Phase: Fact or Fiction?
gardens at Elma.

While most gardeners cast a wary eye to the sky be-

B ' fore planting their gardens, some are as concerned
Some other fgreatest hit gutthd s adthe§ arddse PaintlGuizariafting

breeders include: by the moon is an idea as old as agriculture and

based on both folklore and superstition. The
Willamette - a crack resistant variety, mid-season Far mer 6 s Al manac i s just ¢
maturity which became the standard in western Ore- with advice about planting by phases of the moon.
gon for 15 years; According to those who think the phases of the

moon are a critical influence on gardening and other
Oregon 11, a very early tomato with the first fruit activities, a gardener should plant vegetables the
ripe in early July. Up to 75 percent of the fruit are following way: first quarter moon cycle (new moon to
seedless, and have a maximum diameter of two half full) i vegetables that are leafy, like lettuce, cab-
inches: bage and spinach, should be planted; second quar-

ter moon cycle (half full to full moon) - vegetables

Gold Nuggett i A golden cherry tomato with the fla- that have seeds. inside like tomatoes, peas, beans
vor of one of its parents, Yellow Plum. About 75 per- and peppers; third quarter moon cycle (full moon to
cent of the fruit is seedless. Itis a prolific and early ~ half full) -vegetables that grow underground like

small plant, with first fruit ripening by late July. beets, potatoes, carrots, and onions; Fourth quarter
moon cycle (half full to new moon) -Do n 6 t pl
Santiam i similar to Oregon Spring, with not very rather cultivate, harvest, prune and transplant in-

firm fruit. Some fruit can have large blossom scars stead.

(cat-faces) and grow up to 3.5 inches in diameter.

(Continued on pa8e
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However, the question remains: Is there anything
scientific to justify planting by the phases of the
moon? Will planting before a full moon really make
that much difference? Those who plant according to
moon phases say it only makes sense that the moon
affects all sorts of things like the ocean and the land
and so itdéds only |l ogical
also affect the water and soil a plant is growing in.
There are some farmers who have been planting by
moon phases for years and claim doing so improves
plant vigor and yield. Wichita State University and
Tulane University have reported that the phase of
the moon could affect plants and seeds.

Unfortunately, despite the testimonials from varied
sources, there is still no scientific data to validate
planting by moon phase will help the plants in your
garden. Here in our coastal climate, where cold, wet
spring weather often gives gardeners the chills, soil
temperature, and moisture content seem to be of
greater concern when it comes to planting then
phases of the moon.

Brown Rot on Flowering Cherry Trees. Brown
Rot of blossoms appears as a sudden wilting and
browning of the flower parts. If conditions are moist,
like the persistent wet weather we had, the dead
flowers are soon covered by a grayish brown powder
consisting of masses of fungus spores. The fungus
may spread into twigs from both infected blossoms
and fruit. On twigs and smaller branches, brown rot
cankers are oval, brown in color and usually sunken.
The twig is sometimes girdled and dies.

In addition to ornamental trees, brown rot is a seri-
ous disease on peaches, plums, cherries and apri-
cots. Although apples and pears have also been re-
ported as susceptible to brown rot, the disease is of
minor importance on these crops in Washington.

WSU plant pathologists recommend three ap-
proaches for successfully controlling this fungus dis-
ease: sanitation to reduce or eliminate sources of
infection, removing conditions favorable to disease
development, and protecting the fruit and blossoms
from infection with fungicides. Raking up and re-
moving mummified fruit in the tree and raking up and
destroying infected fruit on the ground will help in ad-
dition to pruning out infected twigs will help eliminate
the source of spores. Pruning should take place

WSU Thurston County Master Gardeners, Master Composters,
and Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County
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now when infected leaves and blossoms are readily
visible. The brown, dead leaves attached to these
girdles twigs or the dead, brown blossoms at
this time of year make these infections quite obvious.
If pruning is delayed until the dormant season, locat-
ing infected twigs is almost impossible.

that the moon phases
Improving air circulation through trees will help to
eliminate the moist conditions favorable to brown rot.
Pruning to provide more open crowns will permit bet-
ter air circulation within the individual tree and will
also provide better spray coverage.

Infected spurs and shoots should be removed as
soon as they are noticed.

In our wet coastal climate, preventative fungicide
sprays will help to protect blossoms from infection.
Several fungicides are registered for control of this
disease including Bravo Weather Stik and Captan.
An application should be made at early blossom with
two additional sprays 7 to 10 day intervals during the
bloom period. To prevent bee kill, do not mix an in-
secticide in with these fungicides.

Fruit Drop ThinsCrop. I f youobve
dropping from the trees in your home orchard lately,
chances are good that the trees area simply shed-
ding excess fruit. Most trees set many more flowers
than needed for a full crop, especially following a
mild winter. This natural thinning removes excess
fruit and allows the remaining fruit to develop prop-
erly. Only one bloom in 20 is needed for a good
crop on a full-blossoming apple tree.

Most fruit trees have at least two waves of fruit drop.
The first occurs shortly after bloom. This drop is
usually caused by a lack of or incomplete pollination.
The second drop occurs three to four weeks later.
The second drop is usually bigger and more dra-
matic because the fruits have developed to a larger
size, ranging from a half to an inch in diameter. The
second drop is called
occurs in early June. Competition among fruits for
water and nutrients is thought to be the cause of
June drop. Fruits that contain the fewest or weakest
seeds are usually the first to drop.

Although June drop may appear to be devastating,
many trees do not shed enough fruit naturally for
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good production of the remaining fruit. For best
quality, some hand thinning is recommended before
the fruit is halfway to maturity. Thinning fruit will also
all ow the devel opment of
crop, thus overcoming the tendency for some fruit
trees to bear fruit in alternate years.

Hand thinning of apples should be done within 6
weeks of full bloom. Leave the largest apple in a
cluster unless it is damaged. After thinning, the ap-
ples should be spaced about 8 to 10 inches apart on
the branch. Pears and plums may also require hand
thinning so that fruit is spaced about 6 to 8 inches
apart. Cherries rarely require thinning.

If you simply cannot bring yourself to remove the ex-
cess fruit, be prepared to prop heavily loaded
branches. Excessive fruiting can cause serious limb
breakage. Fruits will be smaller and of poorer quality
since there wonodét be eno
around. I n most cases,
early on for the benefit of the rest of the crop.

Using Railroad Ties in the Garden.  Old railroad
ties are frequently used to build raised beds or to ter-
race slopes. Most often, this wood had been treated
with Creosote, a product derived from coal. Creo-
sote has been used as a wood preservative for many
years, but because it is toxic, it is now listed as a re-
stricted use pesticide. Creosote can volatilize into
the air, especially during hot weather, and plant foli-
age in the vicinity of the ties may be damaged by the
vapors. It can also leach into the soil near the ties,
but it will not be absorbed by the roots and will there-
fore not accumulate in the plant.

Sometimes creosote will even seep out of old ties in
warm weather. If you happen to sit on a tie or lean
against it as you garden, your clothes will pick up
black tar stains.

If you choose to use railroad ties to make raised
beds, avoid putting plants too close to the wood.
Keeping plants six inches away should prevent dam-
age. Al so, d o n &tteated weod in u
greenhouses, since the vapors will damage or in
some cases even Kkill plants.
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Pentachlorophenol is another chemical that has
been used to treat wood to prevent decay and insect
infestation. Do not use penta treated wood to con-

stifudt manters or faised edsf smae it is lkelytto sg-e a f

verely damage plants. Since 1984, the purchase and
use of pentachlorophenol has been restricted to cer-
tified applicators. Although it is no longer available
to the general public, it is still used industrially as a
wood preservative for utility poles, railroad ties and
wharf pilings.

There are options for
use railroad ties. You can use untreated wood for
raised beds and plan to replace it every few years.
You can line the railroad ties with plastic before filling
the beds with soil and finally, you can use masonry,
concrete Al umber o made f
some other building material.

DeptiheadingdRtodadendrans. v eltds desioablevath
the large fldwersdtrhodoadendsoascto reniovedhe
withered flower cluster after the blooming season.
This is fairly easy to do as the central axis of the
cluster, usually called a truss, will break free from the
plant with a quick snap of the thumb pushing from
the side With the smaller flowered rhododendrons
and azaleas, dead-heading is generally unneces-
sary.

Dead-heading is usually done to make the bush look
more attractive, to reduce the prevalence of fungus
and to prevent a heavy set of seed. According to the
American Rhododendron Society, if it is not possible
to remove the old flowers, it is usually not too detri-
mental, but flowering the next year may be reduced.
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Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County

AHel ping Gardeners Growo

720 Sleater-Kinney Road SE Suite Y
Lacey, Washington 98503

Membership and Sponsor Application

| wish to be an Individua | (MG/MC) or Associate Member of the Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County.
Dues of $10 per calendar year, Jan i Dec, are enclosed. Individual and Associate Members may vote and hold elec-

tive office. They may attend Member Meetings, classes and events at no charge. Year MG Year MG

framed Certificate of Membership, and may attend Member Meetings and events at no charge.

I/we wish to be a Business Member of the Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County. Dues are $25 per cal-
endar year, Jan i Dec, and are enclosed. Business Members may vote and hold elective office, They will receive a

I/we wish to become a Sponsor of the Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County at the below level, which
isenclosed. Sponsorsé names will be prominently displayed at

ings, and at other locations and venues as appropriate. Sponsors will receive a letter acknowledging their tax-deductible

contribution.
Friend: $50 - $99

The Master Gardener Foundation of Thurston County is a non-profit

Donor: $100 - $249 501(c)(3) corporation organized and existing under the provisions of the
Washington Nonprofit Corporation Act (Chapter 24.03 of the Revised
Patron: $250 - $499 Code of Washington) with a Tax ID # 91-1898726. Your contributions

are fully tax-deductible as allowed by law.
Benefactor: $500 - $1,000+

Name/ Business Name

| prefer to have my/our name listed as:

Address State and ZipCode
Telephone Contact Person

Email Address: Web Site:

Make checks payabl e to: Ai* MGFTCO

Mail to: MGFTC  Attn: Membership
720 Sleater-Kinney Road SE Suite Y
Lacey, Washington 98503

Contact: MGFoundation@comcast.net or Frankie Rasmussen, Membership & Giving Chairwoman at 360-753-3850
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